Mass Casualty

Protocol
Douglas County KS EMS System March 2021

Referenced Procedures: None

Goals for patient care:

e Appropriate and rapid triage
e Rapid treatment and transport of high priority patients
e Appropriate destination decisions as not to overload hospitals

Mass Casualty Triage Categories:

e Black: Imminent death or pulseless

e Red: Immediate and treatable life threat

e Yellow: No immediate life threat but injured
e Green: Ambulatory/ minor injuries

Patients that are normally considered code blue are considered code black in a mass casualty
situation. Providers must use START triage to determine code black versus red.

Scene safety needs to be ensured.

Separate triage, treatment and transport groups need to be established and can also be broken
down farther into triage categories as needed (yellow treatment and red transport).

Establish casualty collection point for ambulatory victims out of the hot zone.
Establish treatment areas outside hot zone.
Utilize START triage chart below to rapidly identify patients.

Care needs to be taken to spread patients between hospitals to minimize the possibility of
overloading a single hospital.

Reference LDCFM SOP 210.40 “mass casualty response” for further on scene logistics and
management.
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Conventional Triage Categories

S-SV Biock Triage Tag Color

« Victim unlikely to survive given severity
of injuries, level of available care, or
both
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Radial pulse absent
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IMMEDIATE Red Triage Tag Color

e Victim can be helped by immediate
intervention and transport

o Requires medical attention within
minutes for survival {up to 60)

e Includes compromises to patient's
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present refill < 2 sec

.

-

Mental ™

:' : : IMMEDIATE Airway, Breathing, Circulation
ey " orcapillary refill > 2 sec

DELAYED Yellow Triage Tag Calor

« Victim's transport can be delayed

» Includes serious and potentially
life-threalening injuries, but slatus not
expected to deleriorate significantly
over several hours
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commands m m Green Triage Tag Color

o Victim with relatively minor injuries

o Slatus unlikely lo deleriorate over days

o May be able to assist in own care:
"Walking Wounded"”
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